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Build Your First WordPress Website — From Scratch
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	Beginner
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	Day 1 Topics
Based On






Student Details
	Student Name: ___________________________
	Date: ___________________________

	Roll No: ___________________________
	Website Folder Name: _______________



	What You Are Building
A complete mini WordPress website — all on your own computer



In this assignment, you will apply everything you learned in Day 1 to build a small WordPress website completely from scratch — on your own, without the professor's help. The website does not need to be perfect, but it must show that you understood and can repeat today's steps independently.
Your website will be about a topic of your choice. You will pick a theme, write content, add images, and organise it into pages and posts — just like a real website.
	💡  Tip:  Choose a topic you are genuinely interested in — a hobby, a sport, a favourite food, a local business, a travel destination, or anything you enjoy. It makes writing content much easier and more fun.



Suggested Website Topics (pick any one or choose your own):
	🍕  Food Blog
Write about your favourite recipes or restaurants
	📸  Photography
A site showcasing your photos and tips
	🏋️  Fitness & Health
Workout tips, healthy habits, motivational posts

	✈️  Travel
Places you want to visit or have visited
	💻  Tech
Gadget reviews, tech news, how-to articles
	🎮  Gaming
Your favourite games, reviews, gaming tips



	Task 1 — Set Up XAMPP and Create Your Database
10 Points  ·  Difficulty: Easy



		Task 1   XAMPP Running + Database Created
		Easy







	Marks: 10 points



What you need to do:
Start XAMPP, make sure both Apache and MySQL are running, then open phpMyAdmin and create a brand new database for your website. This database is where WordPress will store all your content.
Step-by-step instructions:
	1
	Open the XAMPP Control Panel from your desktop or Start menu.


	2
	Click Start next to Apache. Wait for the row to turn green.


	3
	Click Start next to MySQL. Wait for that row to turn green too.


	4
	Open your browser and type the following address to confirm XAMPP is working:
http://localhost  — You should see the XAMPP welcome page.


	5
	Now type the following in a new browser tab to open phpMyAdmin:
http://localhost/phpmyadmin


	6
	In phpMyAdmin, click the Databases tab at the top of the page.


	7
	In the 'Create database' field, type a name for your database. Use your website topic as the name — for example:
food_blog  or  my_travel_site  (no spaces allowed — use underscores)


	8
	Leave the Collation as utf8_general_ci and click the Create button.


	9
	You will see your new database appear in the left sidebar. It is empty now — WordPress will fill it during installation.



	📝  Note:  Take a screenshot of your XAMPP Control Panel showing both Apache and MySQL in green, and another screenshot of your new database appearing in phpMyAdmin. You may be asked to show these to your professor.



Task 1 — Answer these questions:
	My database name is:
	____________________________________________________________________________________________________



	XAMPP is installed in this folder:
	____________________________________________________________________________________________________



	What does MySQL store for WordPress?
	____________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________



	Task 2 — Install WordPress and Connect It to Your Database
10 Points  ·  Difficulty: Easy



		Task 2   WordPress Installed and Admin Panel Accessible
		Easy







	Marks: 10 points



What you need to do:
Download WordPress, extract it into XAMPP's htdocs folder, and run the installation wizard to connect it to the database you created in Task 1. At the end of this task, you should be able to log in to your WordPress admin panel.
Step-by-step instructions:
	1
	Open your browser and go to:



	https://wordpress.org/download



	2
	Click the Download WordPress button. A ZIP file will download (around 20 MB).


	3
	Open File Explorer and navigate to your XAMPP htdocs folder:
C:\xampp\htdocs


	4
	Create a new folder inside htdocs and name it after your website topic — for example:
C:\xampp\htdocs\foodblog


	5
	Find the downloaded WordPress ZIP file, right-click it, and choose Extract All.


	6
	Open the extracted 'wordpress' folder. Select ALL the files inside it (Ctrl+A), then copy them (Ctrl+C).


	7
	Go to your new folder (e.g. C:\xampp\htdocs\foodblog) and paste everything there (Ctrl+V).


	8
	Open your browser and go to your site address — for example:
http://localhost/foodblog


	9
	WordPress will detect it is not installed and show you a language selection screen. Choose English and click Continue.


	10
	Click Let's go! and fill in the database connection details:



	Field
	What to enter

	Database Name
	The name you gave your database in Task 1

	Username
	root

	Password
	Leave empty — delete anything in this field

	Database Host
	localhost

	Table Prefix
	wp_  (leave as default)



	11
	Click Submit. If the connection works, click Run the Installation.


	12
	Fill in your site details — give your site a title related to your topic. Choose a username, set a password, and enter an email address. Click Install WordPress.


	13
	Click Log In and enter your username and password. You should now be inside your WordPress Dashboard!



	⚠️  Watch out:  Write down your username and password right now on paper. If you forget them, it is very difficult to get back into your site without resetting the database.



Task 2 — Answer these questions:
	My site folder name is:
	____________________________________________________________________________________________________



	My site address (URL) is:
	____________________________________________________________________________________________________



	My WordPress admin username is:
	____________________________________________________________________________________________________



	My site title is:
	____________________________________________________________________________________________________



	Task 3 — Create Pages and Set Your Homepage
10 Points  ·  Difficulty: Easy



		Task 3   3 Pages Created + Static Homepage Set
		Easy







	Marks: 10 points



What you need to do:
Create three pages for your website — a Home page, an About page, and a Contact page. Then set your Home page as the static homepage in WordPress Settings so visitors see it first when they come to your site.
Step-by-step instructions:
Creating the Home Page:
	1
	In the WordPress dashboard sidebar, hover over Pages and click Add New.


	2
	Click where it says 'Add title' at the top and type:   Home


	3
	In the content area below the title, click the + button and add a Heading block. Type a welcome headline — for example: 'Welcome to My Food Blog' or 'Explore the World With Me'.


	4
	Add a Paragraph block below the heading. Write 2 to 3 sentences about what your website is about and who it is for.


	5
	Add a Cover block (click +, search 'Cover'). Upload any photo from your computer and type a short tagline on top of the image.


	6
	Click Publish in the top-right corner, then click Publish again to confirm.



Creating the About Page:
	7
	Go to Pages → Add New again. Title this page:   About


	8
	Write a short paragraph (3 to 5 sentences) about yourself — your name, your interests, and why you created this website.


	9
	Try adding a Columns block (click +, search 'Columns', choose the 50/50 layout). In one column, add an Image block and upload a photo of yourself or anything that represents you. In the other column, add your text.


	10
	Click Publish.



Creating the Contact Page:
	11
	Go to Pages → Add New. Title this page:   Contact


	12
	Add a short paragraph: 'Feel free to reach out to me! Fill in the form below or connect with me on social media.'


	13
	Add a simple HTML block (click +, search 'Custom HTML') and paste this basic contact form code:



	<form>
  Name: <input type="text" name="name" /><br/><br/>
  Email: <input type="email" name="email" /><br/><br/>
  Message: <textarea name="message" rows="5"></textarea><br/><br/>
  <button type="submit">Send Message</button>
</form>



	14
	Click Publish.



Setting Your Homepage:
	15
	In the sidebar, go to Settings → Reading.


	16
	Under 'Your homepage displays', click A static page.


	17
	In the Homepage dropdown, choose your Home page.


	18
	Click Save Changes at the bottom.


	19
	Visit your site at http://localhost/yourfoldername — you should now see your Home page displayed instead of the blog feed.



	💡  Tip:  To see what your pages look like to a visitor, click the eye icon (Preview) in the top-right of the editor before publishing. Always check both desktop and mobile views by clicking the mobile icon in the top toolbar.



Task 3 — Answer these questions:
	List the 3 pages you created:
	____________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________



	What is the difference between a Page and a Post in WordPress?
	____________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________



	Task 4 — Write Posts and Upload to the Media Library
10 Points  ·  Difficulty: Medium



		Task 4   2 Blog Posts + Media Library with Alt Text
		Medium







	Marks: 10 points



What you need to do:
Write two blog posts related to your website topic and publish them. Then upload at least three images to the WordPress Media Library and add proper alt text to each one.
Step-by-step instructions:
Writing Blog Post 1:
	1
	In the sidebar, hover over Posts and click Add New.


	2
	Give your post a specific, interesting title. Not just 'Post 1' — something real. For example:
'5 Things I Love About Italian Food'  or  'Why I Started This Blog'


	3
	In the content area, write at least 150 words about your topic. Use proper paragraphs — write as if you are speaking to a friend who is interested in the same thing.


	4
	Add at least one image inside your post: click the + button, choose Image, and upload a photo from your computer.


	5
	On the right-hand side panel, find the Categories section. Click Add New Category and create a relevant category for your post — for example: 'Recipes', 'Destinations', 'Reviews'.


	6
	Also add 2 to 3 Tags in the Tags section. Tags are single words or short phrases — for example: pizza, Italy, travel, beginner.


	7
	In the right panel, click Set Featured Image and upload a cover image for your post.


	8
	Click Publish, then Publish again to confirm.



Writing Blog Post 2:
	9
	Go to Posts → Add New again and repeat the same process for a second post on a different sub-topic. This post should be different from the first — not a copy.


	10
	Use the same category you created, or create a new one. Add different tags. Use a different featured image.


	11
	Publish the post.



Uploading to the Media Library:
	12
	In the sidebar, click Media → Add New.


	13
	Upload at least 3 images from your computer. They can be anything related to your website topic — photos, illustrations, logos.


	14
	Click on the first image after uploading. On the right side, find the Alt Text field.


	15
	Type a short, descriptive sentence about what is in the image. For example:
'A bowl of spaghetti carbonara on a wooden table in an Italian restaurant'


	16
	Click Update to save the alt text. Repeat this for all 3 images.



	ℹ️  Info:  Alt text is not just for SEO — it is also important for accessibility. People who use screen readers (because of a visual impairment) rely on alt text to understand what images show. Always make it descriptive and meaningful.



Task 4 — Answer these questions:
	Title of Post 1:
	____________________________________________________________________________________________________



	Title of Post 2:
	____________________________________________________________________________________________________



	Category name you created:
	____________________________________________________________________________________________________



	Why is Alt Text important? (explain in your own words)
	____________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________



	Task 5 — Install & Customise the Hestia Theme
10 Points  ·  Difficulty: Medium



		Task 5   Hestia Installed, Branded with Your Own Colours & Identity
		Medium







	Marks: 10 points



What you need to do:
Install the Hestia theme, activate it, and then customise it using the WordPress Customizer to give your website a unique identity — your own site title, tagline, primary colour, and typography that matches your website's topic.
Step-by-step instructions:
Installing Hestia:
	1
	In the WordPress sidebar, hover over Appearance and click Themes.


	2
	Click the Add New Theme button at the top of the page.


	3
	In the search box that appears, type:   Hestia


	4
	You will see the Hestia theme card appear (made by ThemeIsle). Hover over it and click Install.


	5
	Wait for the installation to finish, then click Activate.


	6
	Visit your site to see the new look. Notice how the entire visual design has changed — but all your content (posts, pages, images) is still there.



Customising with the WordPress Customizer:
	7
	Go to Appearance → Customize. The Customizer opens with a live preview of your site on the right.


	8
	Click Site Identity in the left panel. Change the following:



	Site Title
	The main name of your website — related to your topic. Example: 'TravelWithMe' or 'PizzaLovers India'

	Tagline
	A short catchy phrase. Example: 'Exploring the world, one city at a time'

	Site Icon
	A small square image (512×512 px) that appears in the browser tab. Upload one if you have it — otherwise skip for now.



	9
	Click Publish to save Site Identity changes.


	10
	Go back to the main Customizer menu and click Colors. Change the Primary Color to a colour that suits your website topic. Some suggestions:



	Food Blog
#E74C3C — warm red, appetizing
	Travel Site
#2176AE — sky blue, open feel
	Tech Blog
#2C3E50 — dark navy, professional



	11
	Click Publish to save the colour change.


	12
	Back in the Customizer, find Typography or Fonts. Change the Headings font to something bold and modern — for example: Playfair Display, Oswald, or Raleway.


	13
	Change the Body font to something clean and readable — for example: Open Sans, Roboto, or Lato.


	14
	Click Publish to save typography changes.


	15
	Click the X to close the Customizer and take a final look at your full website from the front end. You have now built and branded a complete WordPress website!



	💡  Tip:  To see how your website looks on a phone, click the mobile phone icon at the bottom of the Customizer panel. Most visitors today browse on mobile — always check your mobile layout before finishing.



Task 5 — Answer these questions:
	My site title is:
	____________________________________________________________________________________________________



	My site tagline is:
	____________________________________________________________________________________________________



	The primary colour I chose (hex code or name):
	____________________________________________________________________________________________________



	The heading font I chose:
	____________________________________________________________________________________________________



	Why did you choose this colour for your website? (explain in 2 sentences)
	____________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________



	Bonus Task — Add a Navigation Menu
5 Bonus Points  ·  Difficulty: Medium



	⭐  Bonus Task — 5 Extra Points
Create a navigation menu in WordPress that links to all three of your pages (Home, About, Contact) and assign it to the header so visitors can easily navigate your site.
How to do it:



	1
	Go to Appearance → Menus in the WordPress sidebar.


	2
	Click Create a new menu. Give it a name — for example: 'Main Navigation'.


	3
	On the left side, under Pages, tick the boxes next to Home, About, and Contact.


	4
	Click Add to Menu. The three pages will appear in the menu structure on the right.


	5
	Drag and reorder them if you like — put Home first, then About, then Contact.


	6
	Under Menu Settings at the bottom, tick the box that says 'Primary Menu' (this places it in the header).


	7
	Click Save Menu.


	8
	Visit your website — you should now see a navigation bar at the top with links to all three pages. Click each link to test that they all work.



	ℹ️  Info:  A clear navigation menu is one of the most important parts of any website. Visitors should be able to find any page within 2 clicks from anywhere on your site. If they cannot find a page easily, they will leave.



	Did you complete the Bonus Task? (Yes / No):
	____________________________________________________________________________________________________



	What menu location did you assign your menu to?
	____________________________________________________________________________________________________



	Marking Rubric
How your assignment will be graded



	Task
	Marks
	What the professor will check
	Score

	Task 1 — XAMPP + Database
	10
	Apache & MySQL running · Database created in phpMyAdmin · Correct naming
	

	Task 2 — WordPress Install
	10
	Files in htdocs · Wizard completed · Can log in to wp-admin successfully
	

	Task 3 — Pages + Homepage
	10
	3 pages exist · Content on each · Static homepage set correctly
	

	Task 4 — Posts + Media
	10
	2 posts published · 150+ words each · 3 images in library with alt text
	

	Task 5 — Hestia Theme
	10
	Hestia active · Custom title/tagline · Own colour · Font changed
	

	Bonus — Navigation Menu
	5
	Menu created · 3 pages linked · Assigned to header · All links work
	

	TOTAL
	55
	50 regular + 5 bonus marks
	



	Before You Submit — Final Checklist
Tick every box before calling your professor to review



	☐
	✅  Task 1  XAMPP running, database created, screenshot ready



	☐
	✅  Task 2  WordPress installed, can log in to wp-admin



	☐
	✅  Task 3  3 pages created, static homepage set in Settings → Reading



	☐
	✅  Task 4  2 blog posts published with 150+ words, 3 images with alt text in Media Library



	☐
	✅  Task 5  Hestia theme active with custom title, tagline, colour, and font



	☐
	⭐  Bonus  Navigation menu created with Home, About, and Contact links in the header



	☐
	📝  Questions  All written questions answered in the spaces provided



	☐
	📸  Screenshots  Screenshots taken of your completed website from the front end




Final Reflection
Answer these two questions honestly in the space below:
1.  What was the most difficult part of today's assignment for you? How did you solve it?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  What feature of WordPress surprised you the most, and why?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Well done for completing Day 1!
You now have a real WordPress website running on your computer. Every great web developer, designer, and digital marketer started exactly where you are right now. Keep building — Day 2 is where things get really exciting.
Abdul Raheem Sutar  ·  CTO & Technical Lead, Innoovatum
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